


Social Justice Forum Series 
Recap

OnThursdayJune 4th, 2020MulticulturalAffairs heldthe virtual Social 
Justice Forum,A Difficult and Necessary Conversation about the George 
CƭƻȅŘ ¢ǊŀƎŜŘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
George Floyd, an African American manwho died due to excessive 
forcein police custody,but to look at the history of injustice, hate, 
anddiscriminationagainst Black and African AmericansthroughoutU.S. 
history  Over 162 people were in attendance.

On Thursday, July 2nd, 2020, Multicultural Affairs held its' second 

Social Justice Forum: Policing, Criminal Justice, and Race. Panelists 

discussed actionable items that themselves and their departments 

have done, are currently doing, and will be doing to create equitable 

change and solutions to the criminal justice system.  Panelists were 

then available to answer any questions or comments asked by forum 

participants.  The event had over 98 people in attendance and 153 

RSVP's. 



Please 
Note

ÅAll Trainings in the Multicultural Affairs 
Social Justice Series happening this Summer 
and Fall are introductory trainings.This 
means they are to familiarize the audience 
about the specific topic.

ÅAdditional Race and Educational Inequity 
Trainings will be offered that dive deeper 
into Specific Topics.

ÅPlease stay tuned for additional workshop 
dates!



Order or events 
Today's Panelists
Kevin Gannon,Director of theCenter for Excellence in Teaching and 

Learning(CETL) and Professor ofHistory atGrand View University in Des Moines, Iowa

Dr. Shanna Howell, Dean of New Bedford Campus, andinterim leadership and 

support of advising, TRIO and student wellness,Bristol Community College

Heather Pimental,History Teacher,Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational-

Technical High School

Dr. EnginAtasay,Professor of Education and the Program 

Coordinatorfor ElementaryEducationat Bristol CommunityCollege

Dr. Sarah Medeiros,Special Education, New Bedford Public Schools

Serge Moniz,Diesel Servicesshop instructor,Greater New Bedford 

RegionalVocational-Technical High School

Melissa Duarte, Spanish and ESL Teacher at Fairhaven High SchoolandSpanish 

Teacher forthe UpwardBoundprogram at Bristol Community College (begins Summer 
2020).

Amie Dossantos,Kindergarten Teacher Randolph Public Schools

4:00Welcome, RobertDelaleu, Director of 
MulticulturalAffairs, Bristol Community College
4:05History of Educational Inequity in the United 
{ǘŀǘŜǎ κ ±ƛŘŜƻ
4:15Panelists answer questions from moderator 
Robert Delaleu
5:15Audience Question/ Comments for Panelists
5:45Next Steps/ Actionable Items
6:00Closing Remarks

http://grandviewcetl.org/


Timeline of Race and 
Educational Inequity: 1800s

Å 1849The Massachusetts Supreme Court rules that segregated 
schools are permissible under the state's constitution.(Roberts v. 
City of Boston)The U.S. Supreme Court will later use this case to 
support the "separate but equal" doctrine.

Å 1875Congress passes the Civil Rights Act of 1875, which bans 
racial discrimination in public accommodations.

Å 1883The Supreme Court strikes down the Civil Rights Act of 1875 
finding that discrimination by individuals or private businesses is 
constitutional.

Å 1890Louisiana passes the first Jim Crow law requiring separate 
accommodations for Whites and Blacks.

Å 1896The Supreme Court authorizes segregation inPlessy v. 
Ferguson,finding Louisiana's "separate but equal" law 
constitutional. The ruling provides legal justification for Jim Crow 
laws in southern states.

Å 1899The Supreme Court allows a state to levy taxes on black and 
white citizens alike while providing a public school for white 
children only.(Cumming v. Richmond (Ga.) County Board of 
Education)



Roberts v. City of 
Boston, 1849
ÅMass Supreme Court ruled that 

local officials had authority to 
control local schools; separate 
schools did not violate rights of 
black students
ÅBlack parents organized school 

boycotts and protests

Å1855 Mass legislature passed 
nation's first law prohibiting school 
segregation

Attorney Robert MorrisSlide courtesy of Robyn Worthington,Associate Professor of History and 
CivicEngagement Faculty Fellow



Plessy v. Ferguson, 
1896
Å1883 Supreme Court struck down Civil 

Rights Act of 1875, finding that 
discrimination by individuals and private 
business was constitutional

Å1890 Louisiana Separate Car Act: ñequal 
but separate accommodationsòfor white 
and African American passengers

ÅSupreme Court decided in Plessy v. 
Ferguson that Louisiana's Separate Car Act 
was constitutional, instituting de jure Jim 
Crow

Slide courtesy of Robyn Worthington,Associate Professor of History and Civic 
Engagement Faculty Fellow



Å1936 Pearson v. Murray

ÅMayland SC ruled that the U of 
Maryland law school must admit 
African Americans if no other 
school existed

Å1947 Westminster School District v. 
Mendez

ÅFederal Judge strikes down 
segreagated schooling for 
Mexican Americans and whites in 
California

Å1954 Brown v. Board of Education 
Topeka Kansas

ÅUnanimous decision overturned 
Plessy declaring that separate 
schools are :inheratnly 
unequal"

Slide courtesy of Robyn 
Worthington,Associate Professor of History 
and CivicEngagement Faculty Fellow



Little Rock Nine
Å1957 Over 1,000 paratroopers from 

the 101st Airborne Division and 
federalized Arkansas National 
Guard sent to Protect nine black 
high school students integrating 
Central High School in Little Rock

Å1964 Civil Rights Act
ÅTitle IV authorized federal 

government to file school 
desegregation cases
ÅTitle VI prohibits discrimination 

in programs, activities, 
and schools receiving federal 
financial assistance Slide courtesy of Robyn 

Worthington,Associate Professor of History 
and CivicEngagement Faculty Fellow



Timeline of Race and Educational Inequity: 
1970s- 1980s Continued

Å 1971The Court approves busing, magnet schools, compensatory education 
and other tools asappropriateremedies to overcome the role of residential 
segregation in perpetuating raciallysegregated schools.(Swannv. Charlotte-
Mecklenberg Board of Education)

Å 1972The Supreme Court refuses to allow public school systems to avoid 
desegregation by creating new, mostly or all-white "splinter districts."(Wright 
v. Council of the City of Emporia; United States v. Scotland Neck City Board of 
Education)

Å 1972 Brown'slegacy extends to gender. Title IX of the Educational 
Amendments of 1972 is passed prohibiting sex discrimination in any 
educational program that receives federal financial assistance.

Å 1973Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act is passed prohibiting schools from 
discriminating against students with mental or physical impairments.

Å 1988School integration reaches its all-time high; almost 45% of black students 
in the United States are attending majority-white schools.

Separate is Not Equal: Board vs. Brown of Education Timeline Source: Smithsonian Museum

https://americanhistory.si.edu/brown/resources/pdfs/timeline.pdf


Timeline of Race and Educational 
Inequity: 1990s-2000s Continued

Å 1991Emphasizing that court orders are not intended "to operate in 
perpetuity," the Supreme Court makes it easier for formerlysegregated 
school systems to fulfill their obligations under desegregation 
decrees.(Board of Education of Oklahoma City v.Dowell)After being released 
from a court order, the Oklahoma City school system abandons its 
desegregation efforts and returnsto neighborhoodschools.

Å 1995The Supreme Court sets a new goal for desegregation plans: the return 
of schools to local control.

Å 1996A federal appeals court prohibits the use of race in college and 
university admissions, ending affirmative action in Louisiana, Texas and 
Mississippi.(Hopwood v. Texas)

Å 2001White parents in Charlotte, N.C., schools successfully seek an end to the 
desegregation process and a bar to the use of race in making student 
assignments.

Å 2002A report from Harvard's Civil Rights Project concludes that America's 
schools are resegregating.

Å 2003The Supreme Court upholds diversity as a rationale for affirmative 
action programs in higher education admissions.(Grutter v. Bollinger; Gratz v. 
Bollinger)

Å 2003 A study by Harvard's Civil Rights Project finds that schools were more 
segregated in 2000 than in 1970 when busing for desegregation began.

Separate is Not Equal: Board vs. Brown of Education Timeline Source: Smithsonian Museum


